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ROGER A. CUNNINGHAM
For those who share the enthusiasm
for legal aid to the underprivileged the
experience of Professor Roger Allen Cunningham may prove a further justification
for efforts in this field.
At Harvard University, where Professor Cunningham achieved his L.L.B.
(cum laude) in 1948, the experience of
legal aid is deemed a privilege for which
but a select group of responsible students
are found worthy. The value of this pursuit is inestimable, because with responsibility comes a freedom for the mature
student of the law to go beyond preparation of cases to the actual presentation
and argument for a destitute client before the bar. Pro f e s s 0 r Cunningham
qualified for membership in the Legal Aid
Bureau while attending Harvard after a
tour of military duty common to many law
students of recent generations.
Born in Paxton, Illinois, in 1921, he
grew up in the collegiate environment of
Kent State University, Kent, Ohio, where
his father holds the chair of Professor of
Biology, and Harvard University, fro m
which he received his Bachelor of Science
degree in 1942. He was graduated into
the crisis of World War II, and saw service as a civilian employee of the Department of Navy from 1942 to 1944, when he
donned blues as a Communications Intelli-·
gence officer and was assigned to duty at
Pearl Harbor.
With the cessation of hostilities, Mr.
(Continued Page 2, Column 1)

In that part of the Continent which is
today known as the Communist <?ontrolled
or Captive Europe, legal aducation ca~ be
traced back t h r 0 ugh several centur ies.
The schools of law have mostly been established as one of the original Faculties
(Departments) of the individual uni:rersities, some of which were founded In the
middle of the fourteenth century. In the
course of the nineteenth century, following
the introduction of the contemporary civil
law, and simultaneously with the national
revival of Central European peoples, legal
t r a i n i n g was modernized, reorganized,
and adapted to the needs of the Liberal
political and judicial systems.
In the pre-War era the large majority
of the political elite in all these countries
was composed of jurists who during their
law school training, or later in exercising
legal practice, have not only acquired a
proficiency in jurisprudence but have also adopted the leading ideas about statemanship and public affairs. Though ideologically divided among several political
groups, the C e n t r a 1 European lawyers
nevertheless tended to achieve fur the r
progress in safeguarding those legal tenets which they believed form the backbone
of a free society. To assure a better efficiency of the graduates in law to provide
them with a substantive knowledge needed
in conducting governmental and public affairs the curricula in the Law Faculties
were' no t limited to the teaching of law
only, but included other germane subjects,
sue h as economics, sociology, political
theory, and legal history, the knowledge
of which was regarded as indispensable
for the public activities of the future lawyers. The study of law for. LLB degrees
lasted at least four years, while an additional year, or more, were required for
the certificate of the Doctor of Juridical
Sciences (LLD).
As a consequence of political and social
revolutions which swept that area in the
aftermath of the Second World War, and
which culminated in the establishments 0 f
the governments of the People's Democracy, the basis, program, and the aims of
(Continued Page 4, Column 1)
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PRACTICAL INSTITUTE ON
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS
TO BE HELD HERE
Within the coming weeks, two meetings of interest to law students will be held
at the Law School. On Friday and Saturday, March 19 and 20, there will be an institute on Government Contracts and 0 n
Saturday, Apr il 3, another 0 n Problems
in the Use of Insurance. Law students may
attend both without charge.
These meetings are part of a series
presented for the benefit of the legal profession generally. Each program consists
of a series of talks by lawyers currently
working in the field discussed. Their talks
are supplemented by mimeographed outlines which help those unfamiliar with the
subject to better understand the discussion.
These institutes usually deal with subjects
which are no part of the law school curriculum or, if they are, which many students - forced to make choices - are unable to take. Students attending thus receive a valuable supplement to their formal
legal education.
While no charge is made to students,
advance registration in the office or with
Professor Weaver is required, so that appropriate preparations may be made. A
luncheon will held on Saturday, March 20,
in connection with the Government Contracts institute. Students wishing to attend
the luncheon must pay the $2 charge for
the meal. Mter March I, printed announcements with more detailed information may
be obtained from Professor Weaver.
CAREER CONFERENCE
. SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED
The names of the speakers who will
address students of the Law School at the
forthcoming Career Conference sponsored annually by George Washington on a
university-wide
basis, has been announced. Charles A. Horsky, prominent
local attorney and author of the book TM
Washington Lawyer, will s pea k on the
general field of private practice, while
Robert Stern, long an attorney with the
Justice Department and, until recently,
Acting Solicitor General, will present a
picture of government opportunities. The
event will be held on March 31 at 8 P.M.
in Lisner Auditorium.
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(Continued from Page 1)
Cunningham returned to his alma mater,
for the study of law, accompanied by his
wife of two years.
On graduation from the Harvard Law
School, Mr. Cunningham moved with the
ease of legal aid experience into the Boston law firm founded in the late 1800s by
the late Supreme Court Justice Louis H.
Brandeis. This practice was abbreviated,
however, as he joined the faculty of Harvard as a teaching Fellow in 1949.
The stimulation of life as a teaching
Fellow was sufficient to develop in Professor Cunningham a n interest in academic work which continues undiminished. Sin c e 1950 he has tau g h t varied
courses at George Washington Law School,
including personal property, real property, wills, contracts, legal methods, torts
and security transactions.
At present, Professor Cunningham is
contemplating the spring publication of a
revision of Kirkwood's Cases on Conyeyances, in collaboration with Dean Carville Benson. Along with the satisfactions
from such academic accomplishments, he
manages many happy hours with his wife
and two children, aged two and five, and
with good music, for which his appreciation is not that of the dilletante.
As a n accomplished violinist, Professor Cunningham is a member of the
Arlington Chamber Orchestra, which, he
modestly avers, "practices a lot and performs occasionally".

PRACTICAL INSTITUTES
"Government Contracts"

March 19 and 20

"The Use of Insurance"

• • • April 3

LAW STUDENTS WELCOME

LEGAL ETHICS CONTEST
PLANNED
Merton G. Henry, chairman of the Legal Ethics Committee of Phi Alpha Delta
legal fraternity, has announced that the
fraternity will sponsor an essay contest on
a sub j e c t dealing with some particular
aspect of legal ethics. The contest will be
open to all members of the Law School,
ex c e p t the officers of Phi Alpha Delta.
The specific problem with which the essays will be concerned will be formulated
by Dean Fey and will be released to the
student body along with the complete details of the contest on or about March 15.
A first prize of $50.00 will be awarded and the runner-up will be presented
with an appropriate scroll. The contest is
to be judged by prominent attorneys of this
area. Further de t ail s may be obtained
from the bulletin boards located in Stockton Hall.

WARNER ATTENDS NATIONAL
ALSA BUSINESS MEETING
Nancy-Nellis Warner, National Secretary of the American Law Student Association, and the other national officers of
the Association were the guests of the law
school at Southern Methodist University,
Dallas, Texas during the February vacation. The officers met to review the activities of the last half-year and to plan
for the annual convention to be held in
Chicago from August 14 to 17.
Coming from all points of the United
States--Boston, South Carolina, Los Angeles and Texas--the officers were able
to dispense with all the work on the agenda. Also on hand for the meeting was
Mr. James M. Spiro of Chicago, Director
of the American Bar Association Law Student Program.

PRESIDENT OUTLINES
SBA ACTIVITIES
By GORDON

VAN SANFORD

Dean Fey has very aptly stated that
the objective of the Student Bar Association is to encourage students to take part
in law school activities and thus make them
feel more a part of the school. What are
the co-curriculur activities of the approximately 1,000 students (about one in thirty
is of the fair sex) of the fifth largest law
school in the coontry?
(The other four,
not necessarily in order: Harvard, Yale,
Brooklyn, St. Johns.)
There are several almost autonomous
elements of the Student Bar Association-the Van Vleck Case Club (appellate trial
practice), Legal Aid Society (student assistance to lawyers advising clients unable to pay), Amicus Curiae (this paper),
and GWU's representative to the American Law Student Association (a national
organization sponsored by the American
Bar Association to coordinate the activities of law students of all the important
law schools). On its own the SBAconducts
professional meetings at which speakers
of high professional competence speak on
legal matters (e.g, Chief Judge Stephens
on March 180n the Jurisdiction and Legal
Problems of the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of ColumbiaCircuit). The SBA
presents through its officers an orientation program for each group of new students by go i n g into 0 n e of their first
classes and giving them a student's view
of the law school. It conducts court tours
each semester to familiarize students with
the courts in the District. It publishes at
cost a telephone directory of law students
at GWU. The range of other SBA activities can be seen from the list of some
SBA committees: Cur ric u 1u m, Dance,
Placement, Moving Picture (just starting),
and Intra-Mural Sports. Social activities
the SBA sponsors include Fall and Spring
dances and a Summer picnic.

MARCH 27 MARKS
SBA SPRING DANCE
Ed Fenwick, Chairman of the Dance
Committee ann 0 u n c e s that the annual
spring dance sponsored by the S.B.A. will
be held on Saturday, March 27, 1954, at
the National Airport. Tiney Meeker will
again provide the music for dancing which
will last from ten p.m, till one a.m, Arrangements similar to those made at the
fall dance will prevail: set-ups with the
price included in the ticket and each person serving himself from the bar.
A short skit will be presented by students during the band's intermission.
Since the dance is semi-formal, no corsages are required. Price of tickets will
be $5.00 per couple and $3.50 per person.
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REPRESENTATIVE BROOKS HAYS

Brooks Hays was recently tabbed editorially as "Arkansas Statesman" in recognition of the visionary public service of
this 56-year-old Congressman from the
hinterland. Such belated accolades are in
ironic contrast to an early political life beset with electoral frustrations.
Armed with an A.B. from the University of Arkansas and an L.L.B. from George
Washington University Law S c h 0 01, the
young Mr. Hays plunged directly into Arkansas politics as manager of his lawyer
father's unsuccessful campaign for Congress in 1922. Three years later Brooks
Hays be cam e Attorney General for the
State of Arkansas. In 1928, and again in
1930, despite a near doubling of his popular vote, Brooks Hays ran second in state
gubernatorial campaigns.
It was in this period that Mr. Hays,
practicing law in the Little Rock firm of
Hays and Turner, gained note as a triedand-true also-ran.
Typical of this political notoriety was a n anecdote recording
the reaction of an old farmer confronted
with a list of candidates: "This election
ain't legal. I can't find Brooks Hays on
the ticket."
Despite the reluctance of the electorate
to invest him with the dignities of public
office, Brooks Hays persisted in the performance of civic service as President of
the Arkansas Conference of Social Work
and in various enterprises directed to the
betterment of the downtrodden, especially the "sharecropper" class, of his native
state.
In 1932 and 1936 Brooks Hays was elected a representative of his state of the
Democratic National Committee, and the
Roosevelt Administration elicited his authoritative assistance in the drafting of a
legislative program directed toward the
progressive elevation of tennant farmers
to landownership and the correction of the
social plight of rural farm classes.
Prior to his e 1e c t ion to Congress,
Brooks Hays served in administrative ca-

FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR
ATTENDING LAW SCHOOL
One of the several foreign students
that are now studying at The George Washington University is Herwig Grote of Germany, who is here on a Fulbright Scholarship until June, 1954.
Mr. Grote has been in the United States
since July, 1953, and at present is working
toward a Master of Comparative Law Degree.
He was educated in the schools of his
native Bremen--the Schiller School and
the Neues Gymnasium--until 1945, when
he was drafted into the German Navy.
Mter the war he returned to the Neues
Gymnasium where, in the spring of 1946,
he passed the" Abitur" , thereby qualifying
for university study.
To obtain business experience, Mr.
Grote then started working in a grain importing firm in Bremen. In October of
1947 he passed the examination for business clerks before the Bremen Board of
Trade.
However, Mr. Grote once again returned to school, entering the Christian-Albrechts- University at Kiel to study law and
economics. There he remained until the
fall of 1949when he transferred to Albert
- Ludwigs- University in Freibrug where
he continued his law studies. At the same
time, Mr. Grote reorganized a socialfraternity, "Bremer Gesselschaft Zu Freipacities with the National Recovery Administration and the Department of Agriculture. Since his successful campaign
of 1942, he has represented the Fifth Congressional District in which his father
met defeat in 1928.
I n the House Banking and Currency
Committee and House Committee on Foreign Mfairs Congressman Hays has demonstrated a conscientious and responsible
understanding of the demacratic legislative process. It is his contention that, "It
is in the individual determination of grave
policy decisions and policy judgements that
religious guidance has chief significance."
While compiling a legislative record
strongly liberal in regard to government
influence on domestic social and economic
pro b I ems, Congressman Hays has assumed a bi-partisan approach on foreign
policy and per sis t s in the advocacy of
compromise solutions to the problems of
civil rights and states-r iahts.
In an extra-curricular
manner, Congressman Hays has won a c cia i m as a
master of the rustic anecdote of his native
state and serves as a member of the Governing Board of George Peabody College,
Nashville, Tenn., and as a member of the
Board of Trustees of George Washington
University. He holds honorary degrees
of Doctor of Civil Law and Doctor of Law,
and membership in Sigma Chi, T'lu Kappa
Alpha and Phi Alpha Delta fraternities.

burg", which had been eliminated by the
Nazis in 1935for refusing to discriminate
on a racial basis. He served as its elected president throughout his stay at Freiburg.
In 1951 Mr. Grote passed the first
juristic state examination that every student must pass prior to embarking on a
three and one-half year leg a I training
period as a "Referendar". The Referendar has to work for two years in the various
courts, for one year with a government
agency, and for one-half year with a lawyer. The passing of the second juristic
state examination at the end of that period
qualifies the student for the office of a
judge.
During the first of his periods as a
Referendar, Mr. Grote worked also on his
doctorate dissertation on commercial arbitration and, after completing it, passed
the doctorate examination at the University
of Freiburg in 1952. He then returned to
Bremen in order to work as a Referendar
with various judges.
Early in 1953 Mr. Grote went to London where he did research work for the
Commercial Department of the City-State
of Bremen. In July 1953, he received word
that he had been selected as a Fulbright
Scholar to study in the United States.
Uponarrival in this country, Mr .Grote
and other Fulbright s c hoi a r s attended
summer school at Bennington College in
Bennington, Vermont where they studied
English, American history, and literature.
In September, Mr. Grote entered The
George Washington University Law School
and is now taking courses in Contracts,
Constitutional Law, and International Law,
as well as the Comparative Law and Trade
Regulations Seminars.
Whenhe returns to Germany, Mr. Grote
will still have 18 months to serve as a
Referendar after which time he hopes to
take the second juristic examination and
then to choose between a career as a practieing attorney or as a judge. It should be
noted that in Germany judges are trained
on a career basis and they do not usually
come from the ranks of practicing lawyers.
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FRATERNITY NEWS
DELTA THETA PHI

Approximately
400 members and
guests of Delta Theta Phi attended the
Spring Dance at the Washington Hotel on
Feburary 13.
On February 17 the first professional
meeting of the semester was held at the
Burlington Hotel. Members and guests
heard a discussion of "Opportunities in
the Profession" by lawyers representing
several areas of law. The speakers included: Mr. Richard McEntire, former
SEC commissioner; Mr. Vernon H. Doane,
member of the firm of Burns, Doane,Benedict and Irons, local patent attorneys; Mr.
Justin Edgerton, judge of the moot court
at The George Washington University Law
School and member of the firm of Pledger, Edgerton, and Richardson, g en era 1
practitioners; and Mr. Earl Stanley, member of the firm of Dow, Lohnes and Albertson. Refreshments were serve.
PHI ALPHA DELTA

Members and pledges of Phi Alpha
Delta Fraternity and their guests met at
the Sheraton Park Hotel on the evening of
February 19to attend the first professional meeting of that group for this semester.
The featured speaker of the evening was
Mr. Joseph D. Bulman, a prominent attorney in the District of Columbia and a graduate of the Law School Class of 1931. Mr.
Bulman spoke on "The Trial of a Negligence Case and the Use of Demonstrative
Evidence" .
PHI DELTA PHI

Phi Delta Phi Fraternity inaugurated
its program for the new semester with a
professional meeting at the Sheraton Park
Hotel on February 19. At that time they
were addressed by Mr. Oliver Gasch. Mr.
Gasch is an assistant district attorney in
the District of Columbia. He spoke on
"Some Aspects of the District Attorney's
Office" .
LEGAL EDUCATION

(Continued from Page 1)
the legal education changed entirely.
These profound mutations were caused
primarily by the introduction of completely new legal systems organized according
to the tenets of the socialist law which, if
it were to be understood and applied, required different tea chi n g methods and
variant educational background. Un I ike
Civil or Common Law, whose foundations
are rooted in the natural rights of individuals, Socialist Law is based on the doctrine of historical and dialectical materialism as conceived by Karl Marx. Being
an offspring of the class struggle, Socialist Law approaches the problems of legal
relations from the "class point of view",

CALENDAR

OF

EVENTS

DELTA THETA PHI
March 10: Professional meeting, Burlington Hotel, 8:30 p.m, Speaker. Guests Invited.
March 17: Business meeting. Room 20. 7:45 p.m,
March 26: Inter-Senate smoker.
Kenneth-Nash American Legion Post, 3rd and D Sts., S.E. 8:30 p.m, Guests
Invited.
GAMMA ETA GAMMA
March 13: Founders' Day Banquet. Mayflower Hotel. Honorary Initiate.
March 18. Rush meeting. New Colonial Hotel. 8:00 p.m,

Senator Kennedy (D-Mass.)

PHI ALPHA DELTA
March 12: Rush smoker. Sheraton Park Hotel. 8:00 p.m, Speaker, Mr. Benjamin Fisher of the District of Columbia Legal Aid Society.
March 26: Induction of Pledges. Sheraton Park Hotel. 8:00 p.m,
PHI DELTA PHI
March 11: Professional meeting. Sheraton Park Hotel. 8:00 p.m.
March 26: Professional meeting.
Sheraton Park Hotel. 8:00 p.m,
District Court for the District of Columbia.
April
3: Spring Dance. Army-Navy Country Club.

Speaker, Hon. lames

R. K1rland, U. S.

STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION
March 16: Movies. The films entitled "Living Under the Law" and "lustice" will be shown In Room 10 of the
Law School. The first showing will be at 1,00 p.m., whereas evening students are Invited to attend
the 7:50 p.m, performance.
March 18: Professional meeting.
Lower Lounge, Lisner Auditorium.
8:00 p. m, Speaker Hon. Harold M.
Stephens, Chief ludge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
March 24: Business meeting. Harlan - Brewer House. 7:50 p.m,
March 27: S.B.A. Spring Dance. Terrace Room of the National Airport. 9:00 p.m,
March 31: Career Conference. Llsner Auditorium. 8:00 p.m, Speakers, Chas. A. Horsky and Robert Stern.

and is therefore defined as a set of rules
established by the proletarian class having as its aim strengthening of the power
of the toilers, crushing the resistance of
"the enemies of the people", and assuring
the construction of Socialism.

other subsequent courses either in civil
or in criminal law are taught and interpreted in view of this doctrine.
It is well beyond the scope of this short
article to present the extent to which legal
principles could be distorted if reviewed
exclusively from the angle of Mar x ian
Obviously, theoretical elements of this philosophical and economic dogmas. Sufmonstrous legal scheme must be thorough- fice it to say that all those legal norms
ly examined if the future users thereof which we in the West consider
as the
are to apply it correctly and in accord- mainstay of law and morals, such as equal
ance with the political and economic trends justice under the law or due process of
of the socialist state. It would be incon- law, become meaningless and inapplicable
ceivable for communist rulers to permit in the socialist legal teaching.
1e gal training without de m an di n g the
Besides this fundamental c han g e in
knowledge of the fundamentals on which the approach to the study of 1a w, other
the whole structure of the proletarian state
courses, previously unknown, have been
is based. Therefore, as an essential and
introduced a s mandatory requirements.
basic course in the present curricula of
They include the governmental arbitration
legal education, the teachings of Marx- procedure in legal controversies, socialLenin-Stalin have been introduced. This
ist labor law, democratic centralism, and
elementary course which, incidentally, is
others. In present legal education no comfar more important than the "Legal Sys- parative analyses of the socialist point of
tems and Legal Methods"
of our law view with other legal systems are perschools, comprises both aspects of sci- mitted. If the principles of Civil or Comentific Socialism, philosophical and eco- mon Law are occasionally mentioned, they
nomic. Consequently, the e I e men t s of are labelled as "bourgeois-capitalist dehis tor i c a I and dialectical materialism, vices" calculated for the "exploitation of
the doctrine of class struggle, the tenets the working masses".
of imperialism, the concepts of empireThe legal e d u cat ion in Communist
criticism, and the actual pro b 1ems of Europe as a whole has no intention
as
Leninism, a s interpreted by Stalin, are heretofore to create independent thinkers
investigated. From the economic point of and the future political elite of the nation.
view, t his course covers the theory of In a soc i a lis t state the way of thinking
surplus value and its transformation in so- ought to be of a uniform pattern, and the
cialist economy, the purpose and aims of formation of political tea m s is the exthe nationalization of the means of pro- clusive privilege of the Communist Party.
duction, and the fundamentals of planned The objective of their legal training is to
economy.
produce a group of individuals carefully
After law students have successfully indoctrinated with the socialist legal ideas
passed this elementary course and have who, deprived of access to objective truth,
demonstrated on the examination that they are thus destined to become the obedient
are "imbued with socialist ideology", all tools of the ruling cliques.

